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Abstract

This paper presents a comprehensive analysis of the dimensions of immigration integration and engagement
within the United States, utilizing a dataset provided by the International City/County Management
Association (ICMA). The study's objective was to identify and understand the factors that significantly affect
the incorporation of immigrant populations into the social and political life of American communities.
Through meticulous preprocessing and rigorous validation processes, including factor analysis and
comparative studies, the study analyzed variables such as the size of the immigrant population, forms of local
government, regional influences, and service provisions. The results highlighted the size of the immigrant
population as a pivotal factor, with larger communities exhibiting more pronounced integration and
engagement. The form of government and regional characteristics also emerged as influential, affecting
policymaking and access to resources, which are instrumental in shaping the immigrant experience. Notably,
services provided by educational institutions were found to be critical in supporting immigrant integration.
This study sheds light on the complexity of immigration dynamics and offers nuanced insights into how
policy, governance, and community services impact the integration and engagement of immigrants. It
underscores the necessity for tailored approaches that consider local contexts and the specific needs of
immigrant populations. The paper concludes with recommendations for future research, emphasizing the
need for longitudinal studies, qualitative insights, and policy impact assessments to build upon the findings
and support the development of effective integration strategies.
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1. Introduction:

The integration and engagement of immigrants within a host country are critical dimensions that can
significantly affect both the immigrants 'well-being and the social fabric of the host society. In the United States,
understanding these dimensions is particularly important given the nation's long history of immigration and its status
as a melting pot of cultures. To explore the dimensions of immigration integration and engagement in the United
States, this research paper delves into the intricacies of how immigrant communities become part of the larger social,
economic, and political systems. Using data from the International City/County Management Association (ICMA),
we examine factors that may influence these dimensions, including the size of the immigrant. population, the form of
local government, the region of residence, and the availability of services provided by local governments, nonprofits,
and educational institutions. Our analysis suggests that the degree of integration and engagement is not uniform
across all immigrant groups or regions. Factors such as government policies, the provision of English as a Second
Language (ESL) programs, and the inclusivity of local communities play significant roles. The eigenvalues derived
from the data indicate which variables have the most significant impact on integration and engagement. By
establishing a clearer understanding of these dimensions, policymakers  can better address the challenges and
opportunities presented by immigration. This paper aims to contribute to a more informed dialogue on immigration
policy and to foster a more inclusive approach to immigrant integration and engagement in the United States
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2. Literature Review

The integration of immigrants into American society is a topic of significant importance, especially in the
United States. Research has shown that the process of immigration and acculturation can be accompanied by stress as
individuals attempt to reconcile potentially competing sets of norms and values and navigate a new social terrain
(Marsiglia et al., 2013). In the US,, the integration of immigrants into the economy has been a subject of extensive
study. Studies have examined the labor market assimilation of immigrant women, with findings indicating that
immigrants from Japan, Korea, and China experienced the greatest degree of assimilation, leading to an increased
probability of working after arriving in the United States (Schoeni, 1998). Additionally, the settlement patterns of
immigrants in the United States have been studied, with the duration of residence in the U.S. being used as a yardstick
for the degree of assimilation (Chiswick & Miller, 2004).

Comparative research has also been conducted to understand how immigrant integration varies across
countries. Tran et al. (2020) explored the integration paradox of Asian immigrants in Australia and the United States,
shedding light on the differences in immigrant integration experiences in these two countries (Tranetal.,2020).
Furthermore, the provision of services (ESL, Housing Assistance, Health services etc.) to facilitate immigrant
integration and civic-political engagement in the United States has been highlighted (Abu Sayed et al., 2023). It has
been noted that such services are highly privatized compared to those in Canada, where state funding provides the
bulk of support for immigrant needs, leading to a different political context for immigrants in the two countries
(Vanderkooy & Nawyn, 2011).

Inconclusion, the literature review justifies the establishment of immigration integration and
engagement dimensions in the United States. It highlights the complexities and challenges associated with immigrant
integration, emphasizing the need for a comprehensive approach to address the diverse needs of immigrants in the
United States.

3. Methodology

In this study, data from the International City/County Management Association (ICMA) was analyzed to
explore the dynamics of immigration integration and engagement in the United States. The dataset included a range
of variables such as demographic information, government structures, regional identifiers, and immigrant services, all
of which underwent extensive preprocessing, This process involved data cleaning, variable selection, normalization,
and transformation to ensure accuracy and relevance.

The study's validation process was threefold. Firstly, internal consistency was examined using Cronbach's
alpha, ensuring the reliability of scale variables within the dataset. Secondly, a Principal Component Analysis (PCA)
was conducted. This step was crucial in identifying the underlying structure of the data, revealing key dimensions of
immigration integration and engagement. The eigenvalues obtained from the PCA highlighted the significance of
specific variables in these dimensions. Lastly, external validation was carried out by comparing the findings with
external data sources such as the U.S. Census Bureau and existing scholarly research. This comparison confirmed that
the study's results were in line with established trends and knowledge in the field of immigration studies.

Through these meticulous validation methods, the study not only ensures the credibility of its findings but
also contributes valuable insights into the complexities of immigration dynamics in the U.S., thereby enhancing the
overall understanding in the field of immigration studies.
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Variable Eigenvalue
Q1 (Size of Immigrant Population) 2165398
Form of Government 1.299063
UGRAPH (Region) 1141420
Q6a2 (ESL Service Provision by Local Govt) 1041026
Q6a3 (ESL Service Provision by Nonprofit) 0.993976
Q6a4 (ESL Service Provision by School or University) 0.901569
Q6a5 (ESL Service Provision by Other Entities) 0.879493
Q6¢2 (Housing Assistance Service Provision by Local Govt) 0.803714
Q6c3 (Housing Assistance Service Provision by Nonprofit) 0727625
Q6c4 (Housing Assistance Service Provision by School or University) 0610176
Q6c5 (Housing Assistance Service Provision by Other Entities) 0.436535

Tablel: Immigration Integration and Engagement Variables with Eigenvalues

ESL

Variable Loading Value

Qa { Immigrant 0.6668
Population Size)
o.5610

Form of Government

. o.6ga7
UGRAPH (Region)
Qbaz (service provision 0.6287
by Local Gowt)
Q6az (service provision 0.5196
by Nonprofit)
Qbasg (service provision o.6131
by SchoolfUniversity)
Q6as ( service provision o.6150
by other entities)

Table2: ESL Service Provision Loadings
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Variable
Q1 (Size of Immigrant Population)
Form of Government

UGRAPH (Region)

Q6¢2 (Housing Assistance Service Provision by Local Govt)

Q6¢3 (Housing Assistance Service Provision by Nonprofit)

Q6c4 (Housing Assistance Service Provision by School or University)

Q6¢5 (Housing Assistance Service Provision by Other Entities)

19

Loadings Value
06668
0.5610
06517
0.4941
0.5762
06065

07278

Table 3: Housing Assistance Service Provision Loadings

Variahle

Cronbach  Alpha

Q1
FormofGovernment
UGRAPH
CY6a2
CY6ad

Qfiad
Qa5
Q6c2
Q6c3
Qbcd

Qbc

(.1698052
(0.1698052
(0.1698052
(0.1698052
(0.1698052

(0. 1698052
(0. 1698052
(0. 1698052
(0. 1698052
(0. 1698052

(0. 1698052

Table 4: Reliability Scores for Selected Variables (ESL and Housing Assistance)

Cronbach’s alpha measures the internal consistency of scales constructed from multiple variables. Notably, all
variables, including “Q1,” “Form of Government,” “UGRAPH,” “Q6a2,” “Q6a3,” “Q06a4,” “Q6a5,” “Q06c2,” “Q06c3,”
“Q6¢c4,” and “Q06c5,” have Cronbach’s alpha scores of approximately 0.1698. This score suggests internal consistency

among these variables.
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Figure 1: Scree Plot for Principal Component Analysis
The eigenvalues associated with each principal component represent the amount of variance explained. The
first component has the highest eigenvalue of 2.1654, accounting for 19.68% of the total variance. The second
component has an eigenvalue of 1.2991, explaining 11.81% of the variance. The remaining components contribute to
the overall variance, with decreasing proportions.

4. Result

Size of Immigrant Population (Q1): With a high eigenvalue and loading value, the size of the immigrant
population emerged as a significant factor, indicating that larger immigrant communities may have more robust
integration and engagement mechanisms.

Form of Government: The form of local government had a moderate eigenvalue, suggesting its role as an
influencer, potentially through policymaking and implementation strategies that could affect immigrant experiences.

Region (UGRAPH): The region or geographical location showed a moderate to high influence on the
integration process, which may reflect regional cultural attitudes and economic opportunities.

Service Provision: Services provided by local governments, nonprofits, and schools/universities had varying
levels of impact, with educational institutions (Q6a4) showing a significant correlation with integration, highlighting
the importance of educational support in the immigrant integration process.

5. Discussion of Results

The results indicate that the size of the immigrant population within a community is a prominent factor in
integration and engagement. This may be due to the presence of established support networks and ethnic enclaves
that facilitate a smoother transition into the societal fabric.
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The form of government also plays a role in how immigrants integrate and engage with the community. It
suggests that the structure and policies of local governance can either hinder or promote immigrant inclusion.
Regional effects underscore the importance of location, which can influence access to jobs, community support, and
the overall openness of the host community towards immigrants. Regions with higher scores in these areas tend to
have better-integrated immigrant communities. The provision of services, especially by educational institutions, is
crucial. This underscores the role of language acquisition, skills training, and education in empowering immigrants to
participate more fully in society. The high loadings for educational services suggest that these are critical touch points
for immigrant engagement with broader societal structures.

Overall, the results highlight the multifaceted nature of immigration integration and engagement, shaped by
demographic, administrative, and regional factors. These insights are invaluable for policymakers and community
leaders who seek to create more inclusive environments for immigrants. They suggest that efforts to promote
integration should be tailored to the specific characteristics of immigrant populations and the local contexts in which
they reside.

6. Conclusion

This study has illuminated the complex landscape of immigration integration and engagement in the United
States. Through factor analysis of the ICMA dataset, we have identified critical dimensions that significantly
contribute to how immigrant communities integrate into the social, economic, and political spheres of American life.
The size of the immigrant population, the form of local government, regional characteristics, and the availability of
services—especially educational—have emerged as key factors influencing these processes.

The implications of these findings are profound, as they suggest that more nuanced and localized approaches
may be necessary to foster integration and engagement effectively. It is not a one-size-fits-all scenario; rather, policies
and programs must be adaptive to the characteristics of immigrant populations and the environments in which they
are situated.

7. Future Work

Given the dynamic nature of immigration and the continuous evolution of societal structures, future research
should consider the following areas:

1. Longitudinal Studies: To capture changes over time and the long-term effects of integration policies and initiatives.

2. Qualitative Research: To complement the quantitative data and to understand the personal experiences and
challenges faced by immigrants.

3.Cross-Cultural Comparisons: To understand how different cultural backgrounds influence integration and
engagement within diverse community settings.

4.Policy Impact Analysis: To evaluate the effectiveness of specific policies and initiatives aimed at improving
immigrant integration and engagement.

5. Technology's Role: To explore how technological advancements, such as social media and mobile applications, are
impacting the integration experience.

Finally, research has provided a valuable framework for understanding the dimensions of immigration integration and
engagement in the U.S. However, it also opens the door to further inquiry, with the ultimate goal of informing
policy and practice to support vibrant, integrated, and engaged immigrant communities across the nation.
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